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  O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee            Dale Wood (1934-2003) 
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In June of 2011, I was hitchhiking through Bulgaria and stumbled upon a 16th century Orthodox church (Church 

of St. Petka) inconspicuously tucked under a modern highway. There I heard another person speaking English – a 

rare sound to my ears at the time. That is how I met composer Erling Wold, who was there to premiere his 

beautiful Missa Beati. He gave me a recording of the mass, which ends unexpectedly with this movement for solo 

organ. His music quickly became the soundtrack of my travels and he later wrote a piece about our chance 

encounter. Through my own story of it, I experience this excerpt as an embodiment of hope and divine connection 

- the Spirit which weaves through churches past and present and which lifts us all. M. Horsley 
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