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Welcome!

Whether this is your first time at Trinity, your first time in a long time,

or if you’ve been here before,

we are delighted that you are worshiping with us.

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS If you are new to Trinity, we hope that you will introduce yourself and sign

MASK POLICY

NAMETAGS

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP

one of the guest books at either entrance to the Church. Restrooms are
located in two places. Exit through the rear doors of the Sanctuary and go
to your right. The white doors on your left are the restrooms. Restrooms
can also be found if you exit the door at the front right of the Sanctuary and
go down the hall toward the exit to the parking lot. The restrooms are on
your right once you pass the fireplace.

Masks at indoor services are strongly encouraged.

In order to make it easier for us to get to know each other, we ask everyone
to wear a nametag. If you do not have a reusable nametag, there are stickers
and markers at each entrance. If you would like to have a reusable nametag
made for you, please print your name on the clipboard next to the trays of
reusable nametags.

Most of the worship service is printed in this leaflet. Music that is not
printed in the leaflet can be found in The Hymnal 1982 (the red book on
the shelf under the chair in front of you) or in Lift Every Voice and Sing 11
(the red, black, and green book found on a cart at each entrance). We stand,
if able, for the hymns and stand or kneel, according to one’s personal
tradition, for prayer.



Welcome to Blue Christmas: A Service of Remembrance and Hope. This is a time when we can, with
others, acknowledge the difficult feelings we have at Christmas time, the reasons for them, and offer
them to God. For some, Christmas Day is the most difficult; for others, Christmas Eve, or New Year’s
Eve, or the beginning of another lonely New Year. Whatever memories of past experiences and pain of
present experiences you may be carrying, we pray that you will find hope and comfort in knowing that

you are not alone and that Emmanuel, God with us, is near.

(b.1969)

PRELUDE Chorale Prelude on “Divinum Mysterium” arr. James Southbridge
13th c. plainsong
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

WELCOME The Rev. D. Littlepage

Presider Praised are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe whose word brings the evening
dusk. You open the gates of dawn with wisdom, change the day’s divisions with
understanding, set the succession of seasons and arrange the stars in the sky according to
your will. You create day and night, rolling light away from darkness and darkness away
from light. Eternal God, your rule shall embrace us forever. Praised are you, Sovereign
God, for each evening’s dusk. (An Evening Prayer from “Siddur sim Shalom” The
Prayerbook of Conservative Judaism in the US.)

People Amen.

GATHERING HYMN In the Bleak Midwinter 1982 Hymnal #112
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Presider
People

Presider

All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

God of Mercy, hear out prayer in this Advent Season for ourselves and our families
who live with painful experiences of loss. We ask for strength for today, courage for
tomorrow and peace for the past. We ask these things in the name of Christ who
entered the world at Christmas to share our life in sorrow and joy, death and new

birth, despair and promise.
Amen.

THE FIRST READING

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah

The people who walked in darkness

Reader
People

have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 9:2-7



Psalm 130 BCP 784
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *
O LORD, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *

in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, *
more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, *
for with the LORD there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

THE SECOND READING Romans 8:18-19, 31-39

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God. What
then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will
bring any charge again God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? As it is written “For your sake we are being killed all daylong, we are accounted as
sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things
to come, nor powers, nor heights, nor depth, no anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.



SEQUENCE HYMN Abide With Me 1982 Hymnal #662
N | | ] | | I
y e | i I f I = —o o o ' f |
LS ma— o —g = —o — > P —8 i
o r r F r r r T
1 A bide with me: fast falls the e - ven tide;
2 1 need thy pres - ence ev - ery pass - ing hour;
3 I fear no foe, with thee at  hand to bless;
4 Hold  thou thy cross  be fore my clos - ing eyes;
A | | | | | ]
Y 1D [ [ [ I I 1 I | | |
the dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a bide:
what but  thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s power?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter ness.
shine  through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
| | | ] I
{7 i i ! I \ = I o il | —
(G ’ = S !—f oo
® r r r r r T
when o - ther help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
Who, like thy self, my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s  sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to ry?
heaven’s morn - ing breaks, and earth’s vain sha-dows flee;
Nl
ana i ] i‘ I ] ] \ —— ] I I
(o — s =3 o f e e — — !
¢ r F I rr
help of the help - less, (0] a bide with me
Through cloud and sun - shine, Lord, a bide with me
1 tri - umph still, if thou a bide with me
in life, in death, O Lord, a bide with me

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 1: 1-18

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will

of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, “He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Presider
People



Please be seated.

HoMILY The Rev. D. Littlepage

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE WITH CANDLE LIGHTING

Leader We light this candle confident that God will redeem our pain of loss: loss of
relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, loss of faith, loss of joy, loss
of a sense of normalcy. I invite your own prayers, silently or aloud. (Pause)

We gather the pain of the past into our wounded hearts and open hands, and offer
it to you, O God, asking that you take it, and then, into our empty, open hands,
place the gift of peace.

People We remember that through You all things are possible. Refresh, restore, renew us,
O God, and lead us into your future.

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the son of God appear
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader We light this candle to remember those persons whom we have loved and see no
longer. We pause to remember individual names, faces, voices, their bodies. I invite
your own prayers, silently or aloud. (Pause)

We give thanks for the memory that binds them to us in this season in which we
anticipate Christmas.

People We remember them with love. May God’s eternal love surround them.

O come thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily
To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader We light this candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and
remember the past weeks, months and for some of us, years that have been heavy
with our burdens. (Pause for Silent Prayer)

We remember and lay before you the poignancy of memories, the grief, the
sadness, the hurts, the anger, and pain.

People Let us remember that weeping may endure for the night, but joy comes in the
morning.

O come thou day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by thy advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight
Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader We light this candle to remember the gift of faith and hope that God offers us in
the Christmas story. We remember that in Jesus, God shares our life completely,
and promises us a place and time where there is no pain or grief, forever.

People Let us remember the One who shows the way, the One who goes with us into all
our tomorrows.



Leader

In the spirit of this season, let us now ask God for what we need for ourselves as
people coping with loss, pain, suffering, loneliness, grief, or sadness during this
season. Pause for reflection and prayer, either silently or aloud.

People God, we come to you as Christmas nears with the pain growing inside us. As the
nights bave been growing longer, so has the darkness wrapped itself around our
hearts. In this season of our longest nights, we offer to you the pain in our bearts,
the traumas that some of us cannot put into words.

O come desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind
Bid then our sad, divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Leader The Christmas season reminds us of all that used to be and cannot be anymore.
The memories of what was, the fears of what may be, stifle us. All around us we
hear sounds of celebration that are often hard for us to share. Emmanuel,

People be with us this night and through this season.

Presider Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary,
bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for Your
love's sake.

People Amen.

THE PEACE

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

OFFERTORY MUSIC I Wonder as I Wander John Jacob Niles,

George Chien, Soloist adpt. M. Horsley (b. 1990)

During the offertory music, you are invited to come forward to take a candle, light it, and place it in the
sand. Feel free to name aloud a loved one who you’ve lost or any other person or situation you’re

feeling sorrow over or to light your candle(s) in silence.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 2 Enriching Our Worship
Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.

From before time you made ready the creation.
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being;:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.

8



All

Presider

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways.
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;

and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels

in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,

lifting our voices to magnify you as we say

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the bighest.

Blessed is be who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the bighest.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.

To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace,
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,

that she might conceive and bear a son,

Jesus the holy child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us.

He broke bread with outcasts and sinners,

healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.

He yearned to draw all the world to himself

yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love.

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.

He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.

Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation,

and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come,

we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation,

the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us,

with all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation,

to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.



Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.

People Amen.
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

And the power, and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

COMMUNION MUSIC Silent Night arr. Mark Hayes (b. 1953)
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER Enriching Our Worship
Presider Let us pray.

All Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

PRAYER FOR A PEACEFUL NIGHT (said together) A New Zealand Prayer Book
Lord it is night.
The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the presence of God.

It is night after a long day.
What has been done has been done; What has not been done has not been done.
Let it be.

The night is dark. Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you.
The night is quiet.

Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no peace.

The night heralds the dawn.

Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities.

In your name we pray. Amen.
10



THE BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN What Child is This? 1982 Hymnal #115
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THE DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE I Wonder As I Wander David Evan Thomas (b.1958)

Our Worship

as a Gathered Community
Is OVER

CNG)
OUR WORSHIP
through Service to the World
as God'’s People
Begins Anew
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The words of the service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Hymns and service music are all from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985, LEVAS II, The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission of Church Publishing, Inc.,
New York, NY. All rights reserved. Used by permission of One License.net #A-712490.

Cover Art: We are grateful to The Rev. George Chien (UMC, MCC) for creating the artwork on the cover.

Upcoming December Events

Saturday, December 24 — Christmas Eve

5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Christmas pageant

Especially suitable for children of all ages and their families, with hymns
and carols.

9:30 p.m. Musical prelude

The late-night Christmas Eve service will be preceded by a 30-minute
performance of “Dancing Day,” a set of eight Christmas carol settings for
treble voices and harp written by award-winning English composer John
Rutter.

10:00 p.m. Festival Eucharist of Christmas

Music for this service will include pieces by Stephen Paulus and Michael
Fink, and will feature the Trinity choirs accompanied by organ and harp.
Incense will be used at this service.

Sunday, December 25 — Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (One service only this day)

Sunday, January 1 — Feast of the Holy Name
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (One service only this day)

The Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. service will be livestreamed via YouTube for those who

cannot attend in person. (All Sunday 10:00 a.m. services will also be livestreamed
via YouTube, as usual.)
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