Christmas Day
9:30 a.m.
December 25, 2016
Welcome!

We’re glad you’re with us! If you are new to Trinity, we hope you will introduce yourself to the clergy and a greeter and sign one of the guest books at either entrance to the church. 

Children at Worship

If children become restless, need to talk or need a break, there is a table along with coloring materials and children’s books in the Parents’ Room next to the bathrooms in the Narthex (hallway at the Sigourney Street entrance to the church.) Parents are reminded that children should not be allowed to leave the worship area on their own but should be accompanied by a parent.

Hearing Assistive Devices

If you’d like to borrow a hearing assistive device, please speak to an usher. 
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Christmas Message 2016

From The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry

Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church

For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

These words of Isaiah are often seen as words that foretell and foreshadow the coming of Jesus of Nazareth, born of Mary. The truth is, these words befit Him because this child changed the world. This child changes lives. This child changes us.


I remember when our oldest daughter was a baby. My wife and I were young. We were footloose and fancy-free.  It was just the two of us newlyweds, so if we wanted to go out to eat dinner, we went out to eat dinner. If we decided to go to a movie at the last minute, we just went.  We actually felt like we had money back then.  And we did have a little bit of discretionary income. We could pretty much do what we wanted to do, within reason, and we didn’t have to think too much about the consequences or impact of a spontaneous decision and what we had to do to make that happen.


And then, all of a sudden, this little, innocent human being, a little child, came into our lives, and literally gained control over our entire world. Before we could do anything else we had to think about, “Who’s going to keep the baby?” or “Is this a good time for us to go without the baby?”  We soon learned that we were not in control of our lives anymore.  Even our sleeping patterns became very different. We would stay awake when the baby was awake and we went to sleep when the baby went to sleep. Literally this child began to control our lives and the child didn’t even know she was doing it. And then we had a second one she did the exact same thing. And I’ve since learned that that’s what babies do.  When they arrive they take over!  And their parents begin to develop their lives around this child. To mold their entire lives around this precious needy baby.


Isaiah wrote, “Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given . . . and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  This child who was born of Mary changes everything. This child born in a manger, wrapped in swaddling clothes changes how we live. This child born to the sound of angels singing Gloria in excelcis Deo — this child to whom the wise ones came from afar bearing gifts — this child, changed the way the entire world works.


And this Jesus, born into a world torn by strife and hatred and division and pain and poverty, this child is born anew wherever men and women say, “I’ll follow Him. I’ll follow Him as my Savior. I’ll follow Him as my Lord.”


When this child grew up, He said His reason for coming, again quoting Isaiah, from the 61st chapter, he said,

The spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach Good News to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives, the recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty all those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

This child, when He grew up, came to show us the way to live lives of love, lives of compassion, lives of goodness, lives of kindness, lives of justice. This child came to show us how to change the world. So this Christmas, make room for him to change us.  This Christmas help us change the world.  And make a new commitment, to go out from this day, to let this Christmas Day, be the first day of a new world.


God bless you. God keep you. Have a blessed Christmas.  A Happy New Year.  And go on out and change the world!
Christmas Day
December 25, 2016
THE LITURGY OF THE Word

Please join in silent prayerful preparation for worship.

Opening Voluntary: What Child is This?
John A. Behnke
Entrance Hymn: #83 “O come, all ye faithful” (stanzas 1, 2, & 6)
Adeste fideles
The Opening Acclamation

Celebrant 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

All
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Hymn of Praise: #96 “Angels we have heard on high” (stanzas 1 & 3)
Gloria
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Collect of the Day

Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.

Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever.

People
Amen.
Please be seated.
First Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains 


are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 


who announces salvation, 


who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 


together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 


the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 


you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 


he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 


before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 


the salvation of our God. 

Lector
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.
Psalm 98
1
Sing to the Lord a new song, *

 

for he has done marvelous things.

2
With his right hand and his holy arm *

 

has he won for himself the victory.

3
The Lord has made known his victory; *

 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.

4
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *

 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

5
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *

 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

6
Sing to the LORD with the harp, *


with the harp and the voice of song. 
7
With trumpets and the sound of the horn *

 

shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *

 

the lands and those who dwell therein.

9
Let the rivers clap their hands, *

 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 

 

when he comes to judge the earth.

10
In righteousness shall he judge the world *

 

and the peoples with equity.

Please be seated.

Epistle: Hebrews 1:1-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say,

"You are my Son; today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 

"I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,

"Let all God's angels worship him." 

Of the angels he says,

"He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire." 

But of the Son he says,

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 


and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 


with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

And,

"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 


and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 


they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, 


and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, 


and your years will never end."

Lector
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection.
Sequence Hymn: # 88 “Sing, O Sing, This Blessed Morn”
England’s Lane
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Holy Gospel: John 1:1-14

Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

Celebrant
The Gospel of the Lord.

People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.
Sermon



The Rev. Donald L. Hamer
Silence for reflection.

Please stand.

The Nicene Creed

BCP p. 358

We believe in one God,


the Father, the Almighty,


maker of heaven and earth,


of all that is, seen and unseen.






We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,


the only Son of God,


eternally begotten of the Father,


God from God, Light from Light,


true God from true God,


begotten, not made,


of one Being with the Father.


Through him all things were made.


For us and for our salvation



he came down from heaven:


by the power of the Holy Spirit



he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,



and was made man.


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again




in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven




and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living 



and the dead, 



and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,



who proceeds from the Father and the Son.



With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.



He has spoken through the Prophets.



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.



We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.



We look for the resurrection of the dead,




and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People: Form III 
BCP p. 387
Leader
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

People
That we all may be one.

Leader 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;

People 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

Leader 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

People 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

Leader 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

People 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Leader 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

People 
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Leader 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

People 
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Leader 
We pray for those who have died, especially Gladys Courtemanche, Bill Edwards, Jacques Kacou Nthohou; and Tilly Giansanti. We also pray for Joe McDonald, in whose loving memory the Ambry candle burns this week. We also pray for those who will die this week, that they may meet their Lord in faith and hope.
I invite your own petitions either silently or aloud. (Pause) 

Give to the departed eternal rest;

People 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

Leader 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

People 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Leader 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. (Pause) 

Hear us, Lord:

People 
For your mercy is great. 

Leader 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. I invite your own thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. (Pause) 

We exalt you, O God our King;

People 
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
The Confession of Sin
Celebrant
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence for reflection.
All
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.
The Absolution

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

All
Amen.
The Peace

Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People
And also with you.
The people greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Please be seated.
The Announcements
The Offertory Sentence
Hymn at the Offertory: #115 “What child is this, who, laid to rest” 
Greensleeves
Eucharistic Prayer B
BCP p. 367
Celebrant 
The Lord be with you.

People 
And also with you.

Celebrant 
Lift up your hearts.

People 
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you gave Jesus Christ your only Son to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus: Hymnal #S 130
Franz Peter Schubert
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The people stand or kneel.

Celebrant
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

Celebrant
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
All
AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer
BCP p. 364

Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

All


Our Father who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy Name,


thy kingdom come,


thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those



who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,


But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 


And the power, and the glory,


For ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread:  Fraction Anthem: Hymnal #S 152
Mason Martens
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Celebrant 
Behold what you are.

People

May we become what we receive. 

The Communion
Please be seated.
If for whatever reason you do not wish to receive communion today, you are invited to come forward for a blessing by the priest, indicating this by crossing your arms over your chest.
Hymn: #79 “O little town of Bethlehem”
St. Louis

The Prayer after Communion

Please stand or kneel.

Celebrant
Let us pray.

All
Eternal God, we thank you for the birth of your son, Jesus Christ, for through him, all births are made holy and all things are made new. May we, like the shepherds, live with new-found joy in our hearts. May we, like Mary, always make room for the living Christ in our hearts. May we, like the angels, always proclaim that God is with us and invite others to seek and know him. May we who have been fed on living bread and who have tasted the wine of heaven go out to be instruments of your peace, in this Christmas Season and always. Amen.
The Blessing

Celebrant
May Almighty God, who sent the Christ to assume our nature, bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 

All
Amen.
Celebrant
May God, who sent angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.

All
Amen.

Celebrant
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,

give you peace and favor.

All
Amen.

Celebrant
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

All
Amen.

Hymn: #100
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come”
Antioch
Dismissal
Celebrant
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God. 
Voluntary: Joy to the World 
Don Hustad
Our Worship as a gathered community is over. 

Our Worship, through Service to the world as God’s people, begins anew.
The words of the service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Service music is from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission of Church Publishing, Inc., New York, NY.  All rights reserved.

Hymn of Praise:  Title: Angels we have heard on high

Words: French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882), alt.

Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958).  Reprinted under One License.net #A-712490.
Sanctus: Title: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus
Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937)

Copyright: Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One License.net #A-712490. 
Fraction Anthem: Title: The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover

Music: Ambrosian chant; adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991)

Copyright: © 1971 Mason Martens. Reprinted under One License.net #A-712490.
+ ASSISTING AT WORSHIP THIS MORNING +

Readers and Intercessor:

Gavin Cheyney

Robin D’Oyen

Peter Vreeland

Minister of Communion: 

Frederick Bohlen

Peter Vreeland

Robin D’Oyen

Emeka Igboanugo 

Altar Guild: 

Cecelia Timothy

Karin Peterson 

Duncaster:
Jim Bradley
Lay Leader Hosts: 

Tim Watt

Jo-Ann Sadosky 

Staff
The Rev. Dr. Donald L. Hamer, Rector
Jun Lee, Interim Director of Music Ministries
Pamela Haddad, Assistant to the Rector
Fran Times-Mack, Parish Financial Manager
Vincent J. Pacileo, Property Manager
Johnson Ramsaur, Seminarian Intern*
Clement Mogor and Kate Rousseau, 
Church School Coordinators*
Dante Tavolaro, Associate for Digital Ministries 
Katherine Wilson, Voice Editor*
Liz Kirkpatrick, Archivist*
Assisting Clergy*
The Rev. Bonnie S. Matthews, Deacon
The Rev. Dr. Frank G. Kirkpatrick
The Rt. Rev. Andrew D. Smith
The Rev. William J. Eakins, Rector Emeritus
The Rev. George A. Chien
Ministry Quadrant Leaders*
Peter Green, Worship
Lily Miller, Outreach
Jo-Ann Sadosky, Parish Care
Clement Mogor, Christian Formation
Vestry*
Percy Williamson, J. Alan Rice, Wardens
Kathleen Peterson, Clerk
Janet Wilkinson, Treasurer
Casey Rousseau, Assistant Treasurer
James Bradley, Elizabeth Kirkpatrick
William Lawrence, Ernestine Weaver
Claire Blissett, Marcus Clark
Jacob Troiano, Timothy Watt
Martha Freimuth, Georges Annan Kingsley
Ruth Rose, Jannel Thomas
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Ph. D., Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Laura J. Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan

*   Indicates non-stipended ministries[image: image25.wmf]
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